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Carteret County and Dare County led all counties in landings by weight and value 
during the 1994-2001 period.  Carteret County accounted for over 46% of the state’s 
landings while Dare County contributed 21% by weight.  Dare County accounted for 
24% of the state’s total value during this period while Carteret County accounted for 22% 
of the total value. 
 

There were a total of 3,997 full time equivalent commercial fishermen in North 
Carolina during 2001.  The economic impact in 2001 from the commercial fishing 
harvesting sector on the state of North Carolina was significant with 578 jobs generated 
and a total impact of $144 million.  On a county by county basis, the economic impact is 
not uniform and is greatest in Carteret and Dare Counties.  Data on seafood processors 
are limited but also indicates that this segment of the commercial fishing industry has a 
strong economic impact to the state.  Data on seafood wholesalers and retailers are not 
sufficient to determine the impacts that these sectors may have on the state.  
 

The following recommendations are suggested to obtain more accurate data and 
understanding of the commercial fishing industry and the economic impact to the state of 
North Carolina: 
 
• Continue to improve the quality of the data in the trip ticket database by determining 

any possible discrepancies (licenses numbers in particular) and making sure accurate 
license numbers are recorded on trip tickets. 

 
• Develop or obtain more accurate data on seafood processors, wholesalers and retailers 

in the state of North Carolina to accurately determine effects to the state. 
 
• Determine the impacts of hurricanes, management measures, and other forms of 

metadata on North Carolina’s commercial fishing industry. 


